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CHAPTER      13

Call to Office

DOCTORS   AND

POLITICS

The cure comes from the medi-
cine, and the art of medicine
originates in charity. Hence, to
be cured is not a work of Faith,
but one of sympathy.

PARACELSUS

i rom these two medical chapters, we return to
Theophrastus' life story. In 1526, Paracelsus went to Strasbourg
and bought his citizenship. As "doctor of both medicines," he was
received in the Guild of the Alfalfa, a patrician organization
which admitted doctors, millers, grain merchants, and manu-
facturers of starch.
Strasbourg was then a center of humanist studies. Its print-
ing press was one of the best in Germany, and Paracelsus
sought a publisher for his Volumen 'Paramimm. Near by, at